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Illinois has long valued 
evidence-based home visiting 
programs as an effective and 
efficient strategy for 
improving the life 
trajectory of expectant 
and new families who 
are at risk for poor 
health, educational, 
economic and 
social outcomes.  
Over the past three 
decades, Illinois 
has reflected this 
value by developing a 
robust statewide home 
visiting system that cuts 
across agencies and 
funding streams, reaching 
from the highest levels of 
government to the providers 
on the ground.  
 
 
 

  

The federal Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV) Program funds 32 sites in 
Illinois and provides vital support for the early childhood infrastructure that all state home visiting 
programs share. Federal funding, however, represents only 10% of the total investment Illinois has made 
toward home visiting services. In total, the state maintains over 300 programs and serves almost 10% of 
eligible children and families. 

ILLINOIS HOME VISITING 

From many sources toward one goal 

Empowering the whole family Statewide 
Investments 

In Illinois, home visiting is supported 
by the following funding streams: 

•Federal HRSA MIECHV Program  

•Illinois Department of Human 
Services – General Revenue Funds 
 
•Illinois State Board of Education – 
Early Childhood Block Grant, 
General Revenue Funds 

•Early Head Start – Federal to Local 
Funding 

The funds, which the state directly 
administers, total approximately 
$50M and support a network of over 
300 programs across the state serving 
approximately 17,000 families per 
year.  Funders of home visiting in 
Illinois have committed to 
continuously assessing the needs of 
the system, to being responsive in 
addressing the state’s diverse 
geographic and demographic 
realities, and to fostering needed 
innovations.  
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Home visitors are trained professionals who work as in-home 
“parent coaches” with families on a voluntary basis - starting in 
pregnancy and during the first three years of a child’s life - to 
promote early learning, support healthy development, and prevent 
child abuse.  Specific benefits include:  

•� Home visiting services are associated with the promotion of 
optimal parent-child interactions in the first months of 
life.  Parents in the program demonstrated significant 
improvement in their ability to promote their children's social, 
emotional, and cognitive growth during the first six months of 
life.   

•� The children of families in home visiting are significantly more 
likely to be up to date on their immunizations, to have had a 
developmental screening, and to be read to on a regular basis.  Program participants are also far more 
likely to initiate and maintain breast feeding their infants than their peers. 

•� Home visiting decreases rates of child abuse and neglect, which has a great human and economic cost.  
Illinois costs for child abuse and neglect are upwards of $1.2 billion a year (federal and state funding).  
Very young children (ages 3 and younger) are the most frequent victims of child abuse, and the ongoing 
trauma on young children has a lifetime of negative impact. 

•� Illinois findings are consistent with other studies of home visitation which also show:  
-� Increased children’s literacy and high school graduation rates.  
-� Decreased incidence of children dropping out of school, becoming teen parents, or engaging in criminal 

behavior.   
-� For families, less reliance on public assistance, fewer problems with substance abuse, and less 

involvement with the criminal justice system.   
 

Outcomes of Investments 

The Home Visiting Task Force (HVTF), a 
standing committee of Illinois’ Early Learning 
Council, consists of approximately 200 
members representing state agencies and 
private sector health, early childhood and child 
welfare organizations, as well as providers, 
researchers, and advocates.   The Task Force 
works with the Governor’s Office to continue to 
advance the quality, quantity, and coordination 
of home visiting services across the funding 
streams and relevant departments.  The HVTF 
also serves as the strategic advisory body for 
the MIECHV grant.  

Home Visiting Task Force 


