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MIECHV Benchmark #10

• The HOME assessment is used for Benchmark 
#10 - observation of caregiver-child interactions 



Today’s training will cover

• What is the HOME

• Why are we using this assessment

• When is the HOME administered

• How is the HOME completed

• What data entry is required

• When additional training will be available

• Who to contact with questions



What is the HOME? 

HOME stands for Home Observation for Measurement of the 
Environment. 
Data is collected in child’s home by the HV – at a scheduled home 
visit.
• The home setting provides a great opportunity to gather details 

about everyday life, and is a comfortable setting for a parent to 
interact with her child and talk about daily activities

• Scoring for many of the items is based on observations made during 
the visit 

• The HOME assessment measures how often certain things happen 
and if certain things are present

• During the early years of a child’s life, home and family are very 
important. An assessment of the environment in which child and 
family are embedded can help guide the work of the home visitor. 



Why are we using the HOME?
• To report on the School Readiness and Achievement benchmark 

area

• Benchmark  construct# 10 measures parent-child interaction 

• Positive parent-child interactions are an important part of parent’s 
supporting their child’s learning and development

• Easy to administer

• It includes questions and observations related to parent-child 
interactions 



Why assess parent-child interaction?

Parental Responsiveness is associated with better 
outcomes with: 
• Early Motor and Social development 

• Math and Reading Comprehension 

• Child Behavior

• Language Development

Predictors of increased IQ Scores and Language 
Skills in Early Childhood include:
• Organized and stimulating environment 

• Parental encouragement /sensitivity 

• Parental involvement and affection 

• Parents who talk frequently with their child 



When do we administer the HOME?

• Complete once a year for each participant (primary 
guardian)

• Timeframe: 
▫ Federal fiscal year starts on Oct. 1st of each year, so 

complete once a year between Oct. 1st and Sept. 
30th.

▫ If enrolled prenatally, complete once baby is born
▫ For all other families, complete with guardian and (one) 

target child.  If there is more than one target child 
according to your model, choose one child (your 
choice) for the assessment

Infant - Toddler version is used with children from birth to age 3

Early Childhood version is used for children ages 3-6 



How and when is the HOME 

administered?

• Complete one HOME assessment per 
family per year (new guidance for FFY18)

• Form lists all the items for scoring 
• Items are in a checklist format
• HV completes during a home visit with 

mother and child present in typical home 
environment

• 1/3 of IT HOME is interview questions, 
and the rest is observation 

• About ½ for the EC HOME version is 
interview questions



Reviewing the IT HOME form

• 45 items -presented as statements to be scored as       
YES or NO. 

• Higher total HOME scores indicate a more enriched 
(positive/nurturing) home environment

• Six subscales: 
▫ 1) Parental Responsivity
▫ 2) Acceptance of Child         
▫ 3) Organization of the Environment                                

4) Learning Materials 
▫ 5) Parental Involvement 
▫ 6) Variety in Experience 



Infant Toddler HOME form



Early Childhood HOME form



Scoring

• Observation (O), Either (E), or Interview (I) 
is indicated for each item.

• Place a plus (+) or minus (-) in the box 
alongside each item depending on whether the 
behavior is observed during the visit, or if  the 
parent reports that the conditions or events are 
characteristic of the home environment.  

• After the visit, enter the subtotals of each 
subscale, and the total score on the bottom row 
of the form and on the summary sheet. 



Summary Sheets 



Scoring:



Concerning Scores

• 27 or lower - for the IT home would be 
concerning

• 33 or lower for the EC HOME  would be 
concerning

• For all low scores, discuss the family situation 
with your supervisor / make referrals as 
indicated / provide targeted support in future 
visits



Overview of IT HOME items

• Divided into subscales / categories

• Items marked with O, E or I

• Some observation items require something to 
happen one time or more than one time

• One item requires a prompt from the home 
visitor

• Some require judgement calls 



Choosing a style

• Structured in sequence vs. relaxed interview

• Choose your comfort zone

• Create a natural flow and relaxed atmosphere

• Review the manual’s sample scripts for guidance



Introducing the HOME

• Practice your introduction

• Put mom at ease

• Explain we use the HOME with all families

• Assure mom there are no right or wrong answers

• Offer to share results at a future visit



I. RESPONSIVITY   items 1- 11

1.   Parent permits child to engage in “messy” play.   I

2.   Parent spontaneously vocalized to child at least  twice.   O

3.   Parent responds verbally to child’s vocalizations or verbalizations.  O

4.   Parent tells child name of object or person during visit.  O

5.   Parent’s speech is distinct, clear, and audible.  O

6.   Parent initiates verbal interchanges with Visitor.    O

7.   Parent converses freely and easily.  O  

8.   Parent spontaneously praises child at least twice.    O

9.   Parent’s voice conveys positive feelings toward  child.  O

10. Parent caresses or kisses child at least once.  O

11.  Parent responds positively to praise of child offered by Visitor.  O 
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1.   Parent permits child to engage in “messy” play.   I
2.   Parent spontaneously vocalized to child at least  twice.   O
3.   Parent responds verbally to child’s vocalizations or 
verbalizations.  O
4.   Parent tells child name of object or person during visit.  O
5.   Parent’s speech is distinct, clear, and audible.  O
6.   Parent initiates verbal interchanges with Visitor.    O
7.   Parent converses freely and easily.  O  
8.   Parent spontaneously praises child at least twice.    O
9.   Parent’s voice conveys positive feelings toward  child.  O
10. Parent caresses or kisses child at least once.  O
11.  Parent responds positively to praise of child offered by 
Visitor.  O 



II. Acceptance  items 12-19

• 12. No more than 1 instance of physical punishment 
during past week.  I

• 13. Family has a pet.  E
• 14. Parent does not shout at child.  O
• 15. Parent does not express overt annoyance with or 

hostility to child.  O
• 16. Parent neither slaps nor spanks child during visit.  O
• 17. Parent does not scold or criticize child during visit.  O
• 18. Parent does not interfere with or restrict child more 

than 3 times during visit.  O
• 19. At least 10 books are present and visible.  E
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III.   ORGANIZATION

20. Child care, if used, is provided by one of 3 regular   
substitutes.  I

21. Child is taken to grocery store at least once a week.  I 
22. Child gets out of house at least 4 times a week.  I
23. Child is taken regularly to doctor’s office or clinic.  I
24. Child has a special place for toys and treasurers.  E
25.  Child’s play environment is safe.  O



IV. LEARNING MATERIALS 26-34

26.  Muscle activity toys or equipment.  E

27.  Push or pull toy.  E

28.  Stroller or walker, kiddie car, scooter, or tricycle.  E

29.  Cuddly toy or role-playing toys.  E

30.  Learning facilitators – mobile, table and chair, 

high chair, play pen.  E

31.  Simple eye-hand coordination toys.  E

32.  Complex eye-hand coordination toys.  E

33.  Toys for literature and music.  E

34.  Parent provides toys for child to play with during the visit.  O
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V.  INVOLVEMENT  35- 40

35. Parent talks to child while doing household  work.  I

36. Parent consciously encourages developmental

advance.  I

37. Parent invests maturing toys with value via personal  
attention.  I

38. Parent structures child’s play periods.  I

39. Parent provides toys that challenge child to develop 

new skills.  I

40. Parent keeps child in visual range, looks at often.  O
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VI.   VARIETY

• 41. Father provides some care daily.  I

• 42. Parent reads stories to child at least 3 times

• weekly.  I

• 43. Child eats at least one meal a day with 
mother and father.  I

• 44. Family visits relatives or receives visits once 
a month or so.  I

• 45. Child has 3 or more books of 

his/her own.  E
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Reliability and Complete Assessments

• Score each item as it is written

▫ Don’t “give credit” if specifics of the item are not 
met (e.g. grocery shopping once a week) 

• Review form before leaving to make sure no 
items have been missed

▫ Assessment is meant to be completed in one visit



Enter subscale totals and calculate 

Total score   

TOTALS            I_____     II_____     III_____     IV_____     V_____     VI_____          TOTAL _____





Data Entry in Visit Tracker



Summary
• The HOME assesses the child’s home environment, 

using a plus or minus scoring system
• We’re using the HOME to report on parent-child 

interactions for MIECHV Benchmark #10
• Administer the HOME once a year (Oct. 1-Sept. 

30), with each primary guardian, during a home 
visit, using specific interview questions and 
observations

• There are 2 versions of the HOME – IT and EC
• You’ll enter the scores in Visit Tracker under 

assessments 
• The manual provides detailed guidance and should 

be referred to often



Next training:

• More review and discussion of each assessment 
item on both HOME versions

• Practice introducing the assessment and key 
topic areas 

• Review of frequently asked questions

• Watch training DVD’s with sample interviews 

• Discuss scoring details

• Review how to share and talk about results



For questions and more information
Contact:  Mary Anne Wilson, M.S.W.

MIECHV Research Project Specialist

Center for Prevention Research and Development (CPRD)

University of Illinois School of Social Work

(217) 300-1048 (office)

mawilso@illinois.edu

References: Caldwell, B. M., & Bradley, R. H. (2003). Home 
Observation for Measurement of the Environment: 
Administration Manual. Tempe, AZ: Family & Human 
Dynamics Research Institute, Arizona State University

HOME website - http://fhdri.clas.asu.edu/home/index.html

Illinois igrow website: http://igrowillinois.org/
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