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Illinois Home Visiting Inclusion Survey: Summary of Results and Proposed Next Steps 

Background 

 Purpose 

o A survey was designed by the Illinois MIECHV Team for home visitors, home visiting 

supervisors, and home visiting administrators in Illinois in connection with the concept 

of “inclusion” (the “Survey”), and stems from participation by the Illinois MIECHV Team 

in the Early Childhood Inclusion Policy Summit (the “Summit”) that occurred in February 

2017.  

o The Summit focused around the Policy Statement on Inclusion of Children with 

Disabilities in Early Childhood Programs that was jointly released by the United States 

Departments of Education and Health and Human Services on September 14, 2015 (the 

“Inclusion Statement”), which addresses the opportunities and barriers in policy and 

practices to increasing access to high quality inclusion for young children. The Inclusion 

Statement is a call to action, and provides that all young children with disabilities should 

have access to inclusive high-quality early childhood programs, where they are provided 

with individualized and appropriate support in meeting high expectations.   

o One of the “immediate opportunities” coming out of the Summit was specific to home 

visiting: Engage the home visiting workforce in a survey of their understanding of, and 

role in, inclusion – including what supports they need.  

o In crafting the survey questions, the Illinois MIECHV Team consulted with a number of 

stakeholders in the Early Intervention (EI) and early childhood systems to help inform 

the questions. 

o The Survey questions are included in Appendix A. The Survey was created within and 

accessible via Survey Monkey. 

 Survey Distribution 

o At various times throughout the month of June 2017, the Survey was emailed to 

contacts (i) within databases for the Ounce Institute (by Kelly Woodlock) and the 

Ounce’s Birth to Three Institute (by Mark Valentine), (ii) on the distribution lists of 

funders of home visiting in Illinois, and (iii) on the Home Visiting Task Force distribution 

list (by Anna Potere).  

o There were 96 respondents to the Survey and responses were undertaken during the 

time period of June 12 – July 24. 

Summary of Results 

Results at a Glance 

 Total of 96 respondents 

 The majority of respondents:  

o Agree “a great deal” that home visitors play a role in supporting families who have 

children with disabilities or special needs;  

o Encountered a variety of barriers to serving young children with disabilities or special 

needs;  
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o Do not receive specialized training or support around the topic of “inclusion” or 

regarding children with disabilities or special needs;  

o Have not participated in a local, regional or statewide HV-EI-CW cross-training event but 

would like to;  

o Responded that “Meet and Greet” events would help make or enhance connections 

between the EI and home visiting systems; 

o Have specific contacts within the EI system with whom they interact;  

o Have an annual caseload comprised of approximately 0-20% of families who have a child 

or children with disabilities or special needs; and 

o Responded that they understand the concept of inclusion. 

 

Highlights 

 Role for Home Visitors 

o 55% of respondents agreed “a great deal” that they see home visitors playing a role in 

supporting families who have children with disabilities or special needs. 

o 55% of respondents “strongly agreed” that children with disabilities or special needs 

should be a prioritized population for enrollment in home visiting services.  

o There are a variety of roles that respondents see home visitors play in actually 

supporting the needs of children with disabilities or special needs. The following roles 

received the highest number of responses:  

 Educate parents on child development (94%); 

 Make referrals to appropriate services based upon the results of a 

developmental screening (93%); 

 Conduct a developmental screening, such as ASQ or ASQ/SE (87%); 

 Help the family navigate the EI system or special education system and advocate 

for their rights (87%); and 

 Discuss results of a developmental screening with the family (86%). 

 Barriers  

o 69% of respondents have encountered barriers to serving young children with 

disabilities or special needs.  

 The majority that have encountered barriers identified the following barriers: 

 Families overwhelmed with number of service providers (54%); and 

 Lack of availability of EI services within the family’s community (52%). 

 

 Percentage of Families Served Who Have Children with Disabilities or Special Needs 

o 57% of respondents have an annual caseload comprised of approximately 0-20% of 

families who have a child or children with disabilities or special needs. 

 

 Understanding of “Inclusion” 

o 65% of respondents feel either “moderately confident” (40%) or “extremely confident” 

(25%) in understanding “inclusion”. 
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 Training/Support/Making Connections 

o Specialized training  

 72% of respondents do not receive any specialized training or supports around 

the topic of inclusion.  

 51% of respondents do not receive any specialized training or supports 

regarding children with disabilities or special needs.  

 For those that receive training, a number noted that such training comes from 

the following sources or trainings:  

 Ounce of Prevention;  

 Mental health consultant; 

 StarNet; 

 Through PAT (although it was several years ago); 

 Erikson Infant/Toddler Inclusion Project; 

 “Transitioning from Program to Chicago Public Schools” training; 

 “Welcoming Each and Every Child” training;  

 Training at Theraplay Institute, floor training; and 

 Special Quest and Special Olympics. 

o Making Connections with EI 

 HV-EI-CW cross-training   

 57% of respondents have not participated in a HV-EI-CW cross-training. 

Out of those, 95% would like to participate in such a cross-training.  

 86% of respondents think that a HV-EI-CW cross-training could be used 

to make or enhance connections between home visiting and EI systems. 

 “Meet and Greet” events  

 64% of respondents think that “Meet and Greet” events would help 

make or enhance connections between the EI and home visiting 

systems. 

 Contacts with EI 

 66% of respondents have specific contacts within the EI system with 

whom they interact. 

o When asked (the open-ended question) what support, training or opportunities would 

respondents find helpful in supporting the inclusion of children with disabilities or 

special needs in early childhood environments or programs, the following are some 

themes that emerged (and the detailed responses are provided in Appendix B): 

 Family support and/or engagement 

 Training on family engagement for families who have children with 

disabilities or special needs; 

 How to support parents with disabilities;  

 How to support parents of children with disabilities;  

 Collaboration with other service agencies/systems who may be charged 

with servicing special needs families; 

 Parent education workshops on transition from EI to Special Education; 

 Better supporting the child with special needs or disabilities 
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 A general training that includes disabilities and special needs overall; 

 Trainings related to different special needs children have (i.e., 

symptoms, history what happens in school, coping methods, how 

parents support their children and success stories); 

 Being able to identify the ways to help support children with disabilities, 

besides following the IFSP/IEP plans; 

 How to modify curriculum for special needs families;  

 Early Intervention System 

 How EI works; 

 A training on every service that EI offers 

 How to help parents navigate the EI system; 

 How can home visiting work effectively with EI; 

 Possible ideas for recruitment and better community collaboration with 

local EI coordinators; 

 Special Education System 

 Special Education terminology;  

 Understanding Special Education in Illinois; 

 Reviewing and analyzing exemplar programs; and  

 New strategies, best practice updates, and any additional support.  

 

Proposed Next Steps 

 Provide more and enhanced trainings for home visiting staff. The results of the Inclusion Survey1 

highlight the interest in more and enhanced trainings for home visiting staff around EI services, 

developmental disabilities, and family engagement. The following are some topics that the 

[MIECHV Team] may want to explore: 

o “EI 101”2 and then build on that for more in-depth EI-related topics;  

o A presentation on disabilities and specific diagnoses (e.g., autism spectrum, medical 

conditions, sensory perception); and 

                                                             
1 The results of the Inclusion Survey align with results of the CQI HV Survey of MIECHV for FY17 prepared by CPRD 
as it relates to the professional development needs and preferences of home visitors. In particular, 85.2% of the 
MIECHV home visitors surveyed by CPRD indicated that they are either “interested” or “very interested” in the 
topic of children with special needs – one of the most highly rated topics. In its 4th Annual Benchmark and 
Outcome Technical Report, CPRD noted that “these priorities are not really surprising since they address more 
complex family issues that require in-depth knowledge and skills” (p. 66). Further, CPRD noted that “home visitors 
want to learn more about the topical knowledge and understand their role in identifying and managing these 
issues with community resources” (p. 66).  
 
2 For example, Karen Berman and Amy Zimmerman presented at the Opening Minds Conference in 2017 on the 
following topic: “Early Intervention: What Do You Need to Know”. While their presentation was geared towards 
ECE providers more generally, perhaps Karen and Amy could offer something comparable for home visitors given 
the feedback from the survey. I have not broached this topic with them but perhaps it could be discussed at the 
joint EI-HV meeting. 
 

https://www.cprd.illinois.edu/UserFiles/Servers/Server_177936/File/documents/2016_IllinoisMIECHV_AnnualReport.pdf
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o A presentation (e.g., by a by a mental health consultant) on family engagement and 

supporting families3.  

 Facilitate a discussion between the EI and the home visiting systems as to what can be done to 

better support EI-HV-CW cross-training events, including the regional ones occurring, and any 

“Meet and Greet” events. 

 Map the home visiting and EI services offered throughout the state to identify gaps and discuss 

ways to address said gaps. 

  

                                                             
3 The responses from home visitors asking for training and support around family engagement reinforces the 
importance of the relationships that home visitors have with families and wanting to support them in a meaningful 
and comprehensive way. 
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Appendix A – Survey Introduction and Questions 

We are exploring the concept of inclusion (i.e., all young children with disabilities or special needs 

having access to environments with same age peers without disabilities, such as high-quality preschool 

or childcare) and how it intersects with home visiting. Please consider and answer the following 

questions.  

 To what extent do you see home visitors playing a role in supporting families who have children 

with disabilities or special needs? Please mark the applicable answer: 

o Never 

o Rarely 

o Occasionally 

o Moderately 

o A great deal 

 Children with disabilities or special needs are a prioritized population for enrollment in home 

visiting services in Illinois. To what extent do you agree with them being a prioritized population 

for enrollment in home visiting services? Please mark the applicable answer:  

o Strongly disagree 

o Disagree 

o Neither agree or disagree 

o Somewhat agree 

o Agree 

o Strongly agree 

 What role as a home visitor do you currently play in actually supporting the needs of children 

with disabilities or special needs in early childhood environments and programs? Please mark all 

that apply:  

o Make adjustments to home visiting curriculum to meet the child and family where they 

are 

o Help the family navigate the Early Intervention (EI) system or special education system 

and advocate for their rights 

o Attend meetings for an IFSP (Individualized Family Services Plan) for EI services, or for an 

IEP (Individualized Education Program) for special education services 

o Coordinate with EI providers around the provision of home visiting and EI services 

o Provide the family with developmentally appropriate activities during a home visit 

o Educate parents on child development 

o Conduct a developmental screening, such as the ASQ or ASQ/SE 

o Discuss the results of a developmental screening with the family 

o Explain the implications stemming from the results of a developmental screening with 

the family, including any next steps for the family to take 

o Make referrals to appropriate services based upon the results of a developmental 

screening 

o Communicate with a child’s primary care physician in regard to the child’s development 

o Communicate with a child’s childcare provider, Head Start/Early Head Start provider, or 

school-based program provider (as applicable) in regard to the child’s development 
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o Assist the family in making a transition from EI services to special education services 

when a child turns 3 years old 

o Assist the family in making a transition to kindergarten 

o Assist the family in accessing childcare or preschool (even if the child does not receive EI 

services) 

o Other, please explain: ______________________________________________ 

 Have you encountered any barriers to serving young children with disabilities or special needs?  

o Yes 

o No 

 If you answered “Yes” to the immediately preceding question, what are some of the common 

barriers you have encountered? Please mark all that apply: 

o Lack of understanding about a specific disability 

o Difficulty understanding the specific goals of the child’s IFSP (Individualized Family 

Services Plan) for EI services or the child’s IEP (Individualized Education Program) for 

special education services 

o Difficulty understanding the process of EI services or special education services 

o Issues involving the dual enrollment of qualified families in both home visiting and 

EI/special education programs  

o Issues coordinating with EI around the provision of EI services 

o Issues coordinating with the school district around the provision of special education 

services 

o Issues in referring children to EI 

o Lack of availability of EI services within the family’s community 

o Children being found ineligible for EI services 

o If a child is found ineligible for EI services, then it is difficult to coordinate with service 

providers 

o Families’ experience in making a transition from EI services to special education services 

when a child turns 3 years old 

o Families overwhelmed with number of service providers 

o Complexity/severity of family needs makes providing service difficult 

o Other, please explain: _______________________________________________ 

 Over the course of a year, what percentage (approximately) of the families you work with (in the 

context of home visiting) have a child or children with disabilities or special needs? Please mark 

the applicable answer: 

o 0-20% 

o 21-40% 

o 41-60% 

o 61-80% 

o 81-100% 

 Over the course of a year, what percentage (approximately) of the families you work with (in the 

context of home visiting) have a child or children with an IFSP (Individualized Family Services 

Plan) for EI services or an IEP (Individualized Education Program) for special education services? 

Please mark the applicable answer: 

o 0-20% 
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o 21-40% 

o 41-60% 

o 61-80% 

o 81-100% 

 Over the course of a year, how often (approximately) do you screen children (in the context of a 

home visit), who score in the range of “concern” on a developmental screening? Please mark 

the applicable answer: 

o 0-20% 

o 21-40% 

o 41-60% 

o 61-80% 

o 81-100% 

 Have you participated in a local, regional or statewide cross-training event involving the home 

visiting, EI and child welfare systems? Please mark the applicable answer: 

o Yes 

o No 

 If you answered “No” to the immediately preceding question, would you like to participate in a 

cross training event involving local or regional participants from the home visiting, EI and child 

welfare systems? 

o Yes 

o No 

 Do you have specific contacts within the EI system with whom you interact? Please mark the 

applicable answer: 

o Yes 

o No 

o Somewhat (e.g., you know the agency to contact but you do not have a specific person) 

 What can be done to make connections or enhance connections between the home visiting and 

the EI systems? Please mark all that apply: 

o Meet and greet events 

o Cross-training events 

o Other, please explain:________________________ 

 What is your experience with “inclusion” in early childhood environments? Please explain: 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 Please describe your level of confidence in understanding “inclusion”? Please mark the 

applicable answer: 

o Not at all confident 

o Slightly confident 

o Somewhat confident 

o Moderately confident 

o Extremely confident 

 How would you define “inclusion”? Please explain: ____________________________________ 

 How does your program support “inclusion”? Please explain: ____________________________ 

 Do you receive any specialized training or supports around the topic of “inclusion”? Please mark 

the applicable answer: 
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o Yes, please explain:__________________________________________________ 

o No 

 Do you receive any specialized training or supports regarding children with disabilities or special 

needs? Please mark the applicable answer:  

o Yes, please explain: _____________________________ 

o No 

 If you answered “Yes” to the immediately preceding question, is that training or support 

required or optional? Please mark the applicable answer: 

o Required  

o Optional 

 What support, training or opportunities would you find helpful in supporting the inclusion of 

children with disabilities or special needs in early childhood environments and programs?  

Please explain: _____________________________________________________________ 

 What questions might you have about inclusion that could be addressed through support or 

training? Please explain: _______________________________________________________  
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Appendix B 

The following are responses to the survey question: “What support, training or opportunities would you 

find helpful in supporting the inclusion of children with disabilities or special needs in early childhood 

environments or programs?” 

 

 EI offering more training workshops more often and in more locations. 

 Identifying and supporting families with children who have special needs. 

 Training on laws regarding ADA and resources for people with disabilities. 

 Modifying developmental curricula to accommodate delays or special health issues. 

 Supporting parents emotionally as they cope with the stress of special needs parenting. 

 Training on family engagement for families who have children with disabilities or special needs. 

 Training on how to serve children who have significant emotional needs and are serviced by 

diverse agencies. 

 Being able to identify the ways to help support children with disabilities, besides following the 

IFSP/IEP plans. 

 Access to classrooms to provide behavioral aides to support children with special needs; 

currently most CPS or private schools don’t allow that. Teachers cannot manage without help.  

 How to modify curriculum for special needs families; how to plan group meeting with special 

needs in mind; how to support parents with disabilities; how to support parents of children with 

disabilities; how EI works; how HV can support EI. 

 How to work effectively with EI. 

 With regard to EI – 

o What is screening process for EI programs? 

o How are outcomes and successes determined in EI programs? 

o What EI expectations are of families and how can HV be aware of those expectations 

and support the family in meeting them? 

 How to know when children’s special needs are not being addressed by families or a provider. At 

what point should a HV make a referral for EI services? 

 EI and developmental disabilities. 

 Trainings related to different special needs children have, symptoms, history what happens in 

school, coping methods, how parents support their children and success stories; any new and 

current information is always welcome. 

 Any would be excellent. 

 Open to all or any training. 

 Collaboration with other service agency who may be charged with servicing those families. 

 Working with children with a variety of needs; working with children with challenging behaviors. 

 A formal training on every service that EI offers. 

 Any training and all training would be helpful. Especially about how to help parents navigate the 

EI system. How to navigate the EI system?  

 Sharing more resources available, any training to just ease home visitors’ fears. 

 How to work with parents to understand the system. 

 Best practice for how to make sure 3 yr. old and up get into services they need. 

 What inclusion looks like through the lens of our home visiting program’s model. 
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 Any and all training would be helpful. 

 How to engage parent child interaction with my one family who has a child in a wheel chair. I 

need more training on that particular topic. 

 A general training that includes disabilities and special needs overall would be helpful. Until a 

child is enrolled with a specific difficulty, it’s hard to know which disability or special need will 

need to be addressed. 

 More time for activities. Children with special needs need more time to participate in activities 

and to complete their tasks. One for one opportunities and knowledge about special needs 

children. 

 How to train teachers to focus on children’s abilities and not in their behavior?  

 Trainings on children being diagnosed with autism and how to best service them. 

 How home visitors can support the work of EI. 

 A training for parents around inclusion and how to talk with their children would be helpful. 

 Trainings about disabilities. How to help children with special needs feel like part of a group. 

Coaching families with understanding that although their child might have a special need or 

disability they are still capable of doing and achieving great things.  

 Training on team building IFSP and transitioning to IEP services. 

 Reviewing and analyzing exemplar programs. 

 Just overall training to continue expanding knowledge and strategies that support home visitors 

in reaching out to families with families of children with special needs.  

 New strategies, best practice updates, additional support. Possible ideas for recruitment and 

better community collaboration with local EI coordinators.  

 Support in planning for socializations. 

 Inclusion in home visiting training. 

 How can our program better support the families of children with special needs as well as the 

child. 

 Learning how to better include families and children.  

 I want to know about families’ rights in the classroom, statistics or data I can present to families 

to talk about the benefits of inclusion, stats about how often children with disabilities are 

abused or safe in early childhood programs (this is parents’ biggest reason for keeping children 

out of EI or childcare, they are afraid of kids being abused). 

 


